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Eastern Greece

Recce report – 19-27 April 1998

This report summarises the recce to Thrace by holiday co-leader Steve Henson, my partner Julie Gayner (now Julie Durdin) and me in late April 1998. Steve prepared most of the notes, and has included the status in Greece of the birds we saw. I have added some very incomplete notes on flowers and other plants.  

Chris Durdin

_________________________________________

Itinerary & daily dairy

Day 1  Sunday, 19/4/98

Afternoon: flew from Heathrow London on delayed 1230 hrs Olympic Airways flight to Athens.  Overnight in Athens.
Day 2  Monday, 20/4/98

Morning: Early morning flight to Alexandroupolis.  After hiring a car, travelled from the airport at Alexandroupolis (east of the city, near Anthia) to the Ecotourism Centre at Dadia.  The 59 km trip on route 95 takes approximately one hour.

Afternoon: around Dadia Ecotourism Centre and village, and an afternoon circular walk north-east of the village downslope through farmland towards the Diavolorema River.

Bird highlights of the day were white & black stork, lesser spotted eagle, Syrian woodpecker, olivaceous warbler, Spanish sparrow and hawfinch.
Day 3  Tuesday, 21/4/98

Morning: around Dadia Ecotourism Centre including an early, pre-breakfast walk.

Afternoon: Alexandroupolis seafront and harbour area.

Late afternoon: open area north of the railway line and Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta.

Bird highlights of the day were Mediterranean gull, squacco heron, pallid swift, black-headed wagtail, black-eared wheatear and great reed warbler.

Day 4  Wednesday, 22/4/98

All day: Dadia Forest Reserve (buffer zone).  Walked the blue and red trails to the viewpoint overlooking the northern part of the southern core area, southwest of the Ecotourism Centre.  Cool and overcast with intermittent thunderstorms and heavy rain.

Late afternoon/early evening: visited the town of Soufli.

Bird highlights of the day were black vulture, short-toed & booted eagle, and hawfinch.

Day 5  Thursday, 23/4/98

Morning: Evros Delta.  A complete circuit of the currently unrestricted-access zone around Drana Lagoon (31.5 km) and a second look at the open area north of the railway line. 

Afternoon: Afternoon walk on the hillslopes east of Loutros (several tracks wind uphill from the village in an approximately east to northeasterly direction).  Brief stop on the lower hillslopes just west of the village as far as the cemetery.

Bird highlights of the day were pygmy cormorant, black stork, lesser spotted eagle, red-footed falcon, roller, Isabelline wheatear, orphean warbler and ortolan bunting.
Day 6  Friday, 24/4/98

Morning: Dadia Forest Reserve (southern core area).  Walked up the road to the observation hide overlooking the raptor ‘feeding station’ and returned along the forest trail.

Afternoon: Evros Delta.  A meeting with the staff at the new Evros Delta Visitor Centre south of Loutros, followed by circuits of Anthi lagoons, west of the Loutrou River.  Brief trip into Alexandroupolis.

Bird highlights of the day were pygmy cormorant, squacco heron, great white egret, purple heron, glossy ibis, white-tailed eagle, griffon & black vulture, imperial eagle, red-footed falcon, white-winged black-tern and subalpine warbler.

Day 7  Saturday, 25/4/98

Morning: brief stops to look over the farmland between Provatonas and Lefkimi, and also west of Lefkimi, then continued west to the high, craggy radio mast (Kerea) area in Dadia Forest Reserve (buffer zone).  Before lunch, a short walk in the narrow river valley south of Avas, adjacent to the derelict railway station (RR Station Potamolou), reached via a track leading westwards off the main road, just north of the prominent ruins.  Riverine scrub, hill scrub and cultivation.

Afternoon: Avas Gorge (north of the village) and a walk eastwards through farmland and scrub at the northern end of the gorge.

Bird highlights of the day were short-toed eagle, black vulture, long-legged buzzard, lesser spotted & booted eagle, red-footed falcon, Syrian woodpecker, crag martin and woodchat shrike.
Day 8  Sunday, 26/4/98

Morning: a circuit by car to the north and west of Dadia Forest Reserve via Soufli and Mandra to Megalo Derio (60 km), then south via Essimi and Avas to Alexandroupolis (for a brief stop), before returning to Dadia.

Afternoon and early evening: a brief look around the scrub and small fields in the Diavolorema River valley north of Dadia village; a brief walk on the northern outskirts of Dadia village (edge of Dadia Forest Reserve); and finally, a successful repeat visit to the radio mast (Kerea), west of Lefkimi, to look for eagle owl, which was viewable on the nest.

Dull and overcast with prolonged rain (strong winds at higher altitude).

Bird highlights of the day were chukar, eagle owl, Eastern Bonelli’s warbler (heard), sombre tit, lesser grey shrike and crossbill.
Day 9  Monday, 27/4/98 

Departed Dadia Ecotourism Centre early morning for 0740 hrs Virgin Airways flight from Alexandroupolis to Athens (arr 0835 hrs).  

Part day in Athens including a visit to the old town and the Acropolis.  Casual birdwatching around the Acropolis and surrounding area, including the wooded park southwest of the Acropolis, below Filopappos Hill.

Returned to Athens international airport for 1800 hrs onward flight to Heathrow London (arr 2000 hrs).

Bird highlights of the day were alpine swift, wood warbler and collared flycatcher.
_________________________________________

Systematic lists
Birds

English & scientific names, and status are based on The Birds of Greece (Handrinos & Akriotis 1997) except for Bonelli’s warbler which is now considered to be a distinct species, Eastern Bonelli’s warbler Phylloscopus orientalis (see Ibis 139: 197-201).  Status is general and refers to Greece as a whole.

Little grebe
Widespread and locally common resident

2 heard, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.

Cormorant

Fairly widespread and locally common resident, common and widespread winter visitor

8, near the harbour in Alexandroupolis, 21/4; 3, Evros Delta, 23/4; 1, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Pygmy cormorant

Scarce and local resident, locally common winter visitor

1, Evros Delta, 23/4; 1 on the Loutrou River, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Squacco heron

Common but local summer visitor, common and widespread passage migrant

1, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Little egret

Fairly common and widespread resident, common and widespread passage migrant

4+, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; several, Evros Delta, 23/4; Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Great white egret

Rare and local resident, widespread and locally common winter visitor

1, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.

Grey heron

Common and widespread resident

2, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; several, Evros Delta, 23/4; Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Purple heron

Rare and local summer visitor, fairly common passage migrant

1, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.

Black stork

Rare and local summer visitor and passage migrant

5, Dadia, 20/4; 2 (in the air with a honey buzzard and buzzard), Dadia, 23/4; a flock of 12, Evros Delta, 23/4; 1, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; 2, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; 4, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4; 1, Avas Gorge, 25/4; 2, northern outskirts of Dadia village (edge of Dadia Forest Reserve), 26/4.
White stork

Widespread and locally common summer visitor and passage migrant

4, Dadia, 20/4; 1, near Anthia, 21/4; 1, Evros Delta, 21/4; 1 over Soufli, 22/4; 3 over village, Loutros, 23/4; 4, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4; 3, Diavolorema River valley just north of Dadia village, 26/4.  Occupied nests in the village square, Dadia; in Loutros and Provatonas, and between Alexandroupolis and Anthia.
Glossy ibis

Rare and local summer visitor, fairly common and widespread passage migrant

A flock of c.50, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.

Greater flamingo

Fairly widespread and locally common non-breeding visitor

1, with a damaged wing, Voulgarouda Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4.
Mute swan

Rare and local resident, locally common winter visitor

Very numerous, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4 & 23/4.
Shelduck

Scarce and local resident, fairly widespread and locally common winter visitor

Evros Delta, 21/4 & 23/4.
Gadwall
Scarce and local resident, fairly common winter visitor

1, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4.
Mallard

Fairly widespread but scarce resident, very common and widespread winter visitor

Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; Evros Delta, 23/4; several, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Garganey

Scarce and local summer visitor, common and widespread passage migrant

4, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; 50+, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Shoveler

Fairly widespread and common winter visitor and passage migrant

2 males, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Honey buzzard

Widespread but scarce summer visitor and passage migrant

1 (in the air with 2 black storks and a buzzard), Dadia, 23/4.

White-tailed eagle

Rare and local resident

1 immature, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.

Egyptian vulture

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common summer visitor and passage migrant

1, Dadia, 20/4; 1, Evros Delta, 21/4 & 23/4; 2, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; 1, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; 1, radio mast (Kerea), Dadia Forest Reserve, west of Lefkimi, 26/4.
Griffon vulture

Fairly common but local resident

4, Dadia, 20/4; several at feeding station in Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4.
Black vulture

Rare and local resident

1, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; several (outnumbering griffons) at feeding station in Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; several, radio mast (Kerea), Dadia Forest Reserve, west of Lefkimi, 25/4; 1, north of Dadia village, 26/4.
Short-toed eagle

Fairly common and widespread summer visitor

1, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; 2, Evros Delta, 23/4; 1, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; 1, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; 1, radio mast (Kerea), Dadia Forest Reserve, west of Lefkimi, 25/4.
Marsh harrier

Fairly widespread but scarce resident, common winter visitor and passage migrant

Numerous, particularly females and immatures, Evros Delta, 21/4 & 23/4; Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.  One individual north of the railway line on 21/4, hunting over farmland and scrub, had notably pale plumage.
Goshawk

Fairly common and widespread resident

1, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4.
Sparrowhawk

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common resident, common and widespread winter visitor

1, Dadia, 20/4; 1 female, Evros Delta, 21/4; 2 females, Evros Delta, 23/4; 2, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4.
Buzzard

Common and widespread resident and winter visitor

c.9, Dadia, 20/4, including aerial display; 1, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; 1 (in the air with 2 black storks and a honey buzzard), Dadia, 23/4; 2, Evros Delta, 23/4; 2 (a pair) + 1, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4, 1, near Loutros, 23/4; 1, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; 1, east of Lefkimi, 25/4; 1, radio mast (Kerea), Dadia Forest Reserve, west of Lefkimi, 25/4; 2, RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; 1-2, north of Dadia village, 26/4.  1, Evros Delta, 23/4, showed the distinct, rufous plumage typical of a proportion of buzzards breeding in this area.  These are not typical steppe buzzards Buteo buteo vulpinus; in areas of secondary contact in north and eastern Europe, the nominate B.b. buteo intergrades with B.b. vulpinus, which breeds further north and east.
Long-legged buzzard

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common partial migrant

1, RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; 1, Avas Gorge, 25/4.

Lesser spotted eagle

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common summer visitor and passage migrant

1 over farmland, Dadia, 20/4; pair displaying and twig snapping, over forest adjacent to the Dadia village road, prior to junction with route 95, 23/4; 1, east of Lefkimi, 25/4.
Imperial eagle

Rare and local resident and winter visitor

A first-year, at the raptor feeding station, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4.

Booted eagle

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common summer visitor and passage migrant

1, Dadia, 20/4; 1, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; 1, dark-phase, RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4.
Kestrel

Common and widespread resident

2, Evros Delta, 23/4; 1, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4; 1, Avas Gorge, 25/4; 1, radio mast (Kerea), Dadia Forest Reserve, west of Lefkimi, 26/4; seen along Route 95 to Alexandroupolis.
Red-footed falcon

Common and widespread passage migrant

2, Evros Delta, 23/4; 2+, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4; 1, RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4.
Hobby

Fairly common and widespread summer visitor and passage migrant

1, near Provatonas, 21/4; 1, Evros Delta, 23/4.
Peregrine

Widespread but scarce resident and winter visitor

1, making several unsuccessful stoops into a flock of black-winged stilts, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.

Chukar

Fairly widespread and locally common resident

2, Radio Mast (Kerea), Dadia Forest Reserve, west of Lefkimi, 26/4.

Quail

Fairly common and widespread summer visitor and passage migrant, locally resident

1 heard, north of the railway line, Evros Delta, 21/4.
Water rail

Common and widespread resident

Several heard, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.

Moorhen

Common and widespread resident

Evros Delta, 21/4; Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Coot

Common and widespread resident, very common winter visitor

8, Evros Delta, 23/4; Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Oystercatcher

Scarce and local resident, fairly common winter visitor

2, Evros Delta, 21/4 & 23/4.
Black-winged stilt

Fairly widespread and locally common summer visitor, common and widespread passage migrant

Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.

Avocet

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common resident and winter visitor

10, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4.
Lapwing

Scarce and local resident, common and widespread winter visitor

1 displaying, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4.
Little stint

Very common and widespread passage migrant, locally common winter visitor

Several flocks, Evros Delta, 23/4.
Ruff

Very common and widespread passage migrant, scarce winter visitor

Several small flocks, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; several flocks of c.30, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Whimbrel

Widespread but scarce passage migrant

5-6, Evros Delta, 23/4.
Curlew

Common and widespread winter visitor and passage migrant

Several, Evros Delta, 21/4 & 23/4; Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Spotted redshank

Fairly common and widespread passage migrant, scarce winter visitor

Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; Evros Delta, 23/4; 1, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Redshank

Widespread and locally common resident

Evros Delta, 21/4 & 23/4.
Greenshank

Fairly common and widespread passage migrant, scarce winter visitor

1 and several calling, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; 1, Evros Delta, 23/4.
Green sandpiper

Fairly common and widespread winter visitor and passage migrant

1, Evros Delta, 23/4.
Wood sandpiper

Common and widespread passage migrant

c.8, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.

Common sandpiper

Rare and local summer visitor, fairly common and widespread passage migrant

1 along the shoreline, Alexandroupolis and this or another bird in the harbour car park! 21/4; Evros Delta, 21/4, 23/4; 3, Loutrou River, Evros Delta, 24/4; Diavolorema River valley just north of Dadia village, 26/4.
Mediterranean gull

Widespread and locally common resident

Numerous near the harbour and along the seafront in Alexandroupolis, 21/4; 1, Evros Delta, 21/4, 23/4.
Black-headed gull

Rare and local resident, very common and widespread winter visitor

Evros Delta, 21/4.
Yellow-legged gull

Very common and widespread resident

Numerous around the harbour and along the seafront in Alexandroupolis, 21/4; Evros Delta, 21/4, 23/4 & 24/4.
Gull-billed tern

Scarce and local summer visitor and passage migrant

2, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.

Sandwich tern

Rare and local resident, common and widespread winter visitor and passage migrant

c.6, off the seafront, Alexandroupolis, 21/4.
Common tern

Widespread and locally common summer visitor and passage migrant

3+, off the seafront, Alexandroupolis, 21/4; several, Evros Delta, 23/4.
Little tern

Widespread and locally common summer visitor and passage migrant

Several, Evros Delta, 23/4.
White-winged black tern

Common and widespread passage migrant

2 in immaculate breeding plumage, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.

Woodpigeon

Fairly common and widespread resident

1 heard, Dadia, 22/4.

Collared dove

Common and widespread resident

Dadia, 20/4; Alexandroupolis, 21/4.
Turtle dove

Common and widespread summer visitor and passage migrant

1 heard, Dadia, 21/4; 1, Evros Delta, 23/4; 2, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; 1 near Loutros, 24/4; 1 near Provatonas, 25/4.
Cuckoo

Fairly widespread but scarce summer visitor, widespread and fairly common passage migrant

1 heard, Dadia, 20/4; 2 heard, Dadia, 21/4; 1 feeding on a forest track and others heard calling, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; 1 heard, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4; heard, west of Lefkimi, 25/4.

Scops owl

Common and widespread partial migrant

1, seen briefly, Dadia village, 24/4.  Up to 4 birds calling in and close to the village each evening after dark. 
Eagle owl

Widespread but scarce resident

An adult on the nest with at least one young, radio mast (Kerea), Dadia Forest Reserve, west of Lefkimi, 26/4.

Swift

Very common summer visitor and passage migrant

Several, Alexandroupolis, 21/4; several, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; 1, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Pallid swift

Common and widespread summer visitor

2+, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4.
Bee-eater

Widespread and locally common summer visitor and passage migrant

2 north of the railway line, Evros Delta, 21/4 & 23/4; 5, in farmland and scrub just north of Loutros, 23/4.
Roller

Scarce and local summer visitor and passage migrant

4, in farmland and scrub just north of Loutros, 23/4.

Hoopoe

Fairly common and widespread summer visitor and passage migrant

Single seen during journey to Dadia, 20/4; Dadia, 20/4, 21/4; 1 and several heard, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; 1, Evros Delta, 23/4; 2, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; 3 round the raptor feeding station, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; 1, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4; west of Lefkimi, 25/4.  One seen in Dadia Forest Reserve on 22/4 uttered a call recalling the alarm call of a Jay as it flew off after being disturbed.

2, around the Acropolis in Athens, on the return journey, 27/4.

Green woodpecker

Widespread and locally fairly common resident

1 heard, Dadia, 20/4; 1 seen in flight near junction of the road into Dadia village and route 95.
Syrian woodpecker

Fairly common and widespread resident

2, Dadia, 20/4; a male at the nest hole, Alexandroupolis, 21/4; 1 north of the railway line in open country, Evros Delta, 21/4, 23/4; 1 heard, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; a male, RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4.
Calandra lark

Widespread and locally common resident

4, Evros Delta, 21/4.
Short-toed lark

Common and widespread summer visitor and passage migrant

Evros Delta, 21/4 & 23/4; 3+, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; 2 over, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.
Crested lark

Common and widespread resident

Common in open areas including roadsides and arable farmland.

Many seen during journey to Dadia, 20/4; Dadia, 20/4; Alexandroupolis, 21/4; Evros Delta, 21/4, 23/4; hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; 1, Avas Gorge, 25/4; Diavolorema River valley just north of Dadia village, 26/4.
Woodlark

Fairly common and widespread resident

3 and another heard, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; 1 in song, northern outskirts of Dadia village (edge of Dadia Forest Reserve), 26/4.
Skylark

Fairly common but local resident, very common and widespread winter visitor

2 in the Drana and Voulgarouda Lagoons area, Evros Delta, 21/4; Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.  Occurs in open saltmarsh and brackish areas.


Sand martin

Widespread and locally common summer visitor, very common passage migrant

Several, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; 1, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.

Crag martin

Fairly common and widespread partial migrant

Several in Avas Gorge, 25/4.

Swallow

Very common and widespread summer visitor and passage migrant

Seen during journey to Dadia, 20/4; Dadia, 20/4 & 23/4.  Numerous, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; Evros Delta & hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4; west of Lefkimi, 25/4; RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; Diavolorema River valley just north of Dadia village, 26/4.

Red-rumped swallow

Widespread and locally common summer visitor

1, Dadia, 21/4; 1, Evros Delta, 23/4; several, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; radio mast (Kerea), Dadia Forest Reserve, west of Lefkimi, 25/4; RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; Avas Gorge, 25/4.  A small breeding colony under the roadbridge 2.2 km west of Lefkimi, on the road to the radio mast.
House martin

Common and widespread summer visitor

Seen during journey to Dadia, 20/4; Dadia, 20/4, 23/4.  Several, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; Evros Delta & hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; Avas Gorge, 25/4.
Tawny pipit

Widespread but scarce summer visitor

Several along the flood defence banks, Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; Evros Delta, 23/4.
Tree pipit

Scarce and local summer visitor, common and widespread passage migrant

1, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; 1, west of Lefkimi, 25/4.
Yellow wagtail

Common and widespread summer visitor and passage migrant

All birds seen showed the characteristics of the Black-headed race, Motacilla flava feldegg.

Fairly numerous around Drana Lagoon area, particularly on the fringes of saltmarsh, Evros Delta, 21/4: Evros Delta, 23/4; Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.

Grey wagtail

Fairly common and widespread resident and winter visitor

1 heard, RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; 2 males, Avas Gorge, 25/4.

White wagtail

Fairly widespread but scarce resident, common and widespread winter visitor

Dadia, 20/4; 2, Alexandroupolis, 21/4.
Nightingale

Common and widespread summer visitor

Several heard in the village and farmland around Dadia, 20/4, 21/4.  Many heard and several seen well, singing from the interior and base of tamarisk along the canal north of Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; several, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; Evros Delta, 23/4; hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; west of Lefkimi, 25/4; RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; Avas Gorge, 25/4; north of Dadia village, 26/4.
Whinchat

Scarce and local summer visitor, common passage migrant

3, including males in fine spring plumage, north of the railway line, Evros Delta, 21/4; 1 in the same area, 23/4.

Stonechat

Common and widespread resident

1, Dadia, 23/4.
Isabelline wheatear

Rare and local summer visitor

1, in song, north of the railway line, Evros delta, 23/4.
Wheatear

Common and widespread summer visitor and passage migrant

Male and female food carrying, Dadia, 20/4; 2, Evros Delta, 21/4.
Black-eared wheatear

Common and widespread summer visitor

Evros Delta, 21/4; 1, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; 1, Dadia, 26/4; 1 pair, Avas Gorge, 25/4.  The eastern race, Oenanthe hispanica melanoleuca; males of the black-throated plumage-type are spectacular!
Blackbird

Common and widespread resident

Several, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; several, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; several, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; Avas Gorge, 25/4; 1, Diavolorema River valley just north of Dadia village, 26/4.
Song thrush

Scarce and local resident, very common and widespread winter visitor

1 and another heard singing, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4.
Mistle thrush

Fairly common and widespread resident

3+, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; 1, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; west of Lefkimi, 25/4; 2, RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; 1, radio mast (Kerea), Dadia Forest Reserve, west of Lefkimi, 26/4.
Cetti’s warbler

Common and widespread resident

1 seen well and others heard calling from the base of tamarisks and adjacent vegetation along the canal north of Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4; Evros delta, 23/4.
Sedge warbler

Scarce and local summer visitor, common passage migrant

1, Evros Delta, 21/4.
Reed warbler

Common and widespread summer visitor and passage migrant

Evros Delta, 21/4 & 23/4.
Great reed warbler

Common and widespread summer visitor and passage migrant

Several seen well in tall reed (Phragmites australis) along the canal north of Drana Lagoon, Evros Delta, 21/4 & 23/4.  This species becomes very visible when singing, climbing up the reed stems during song.
Olivaceous warbler

Common and widespread summer visitor

1, Dadia, 20/4; in a village garden; 1, RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4.

Several around the Acropolis in Athens, on the return journey, 27/4. Gardens in Dadia village are a reliable habitat in which to find this inconspicuous warbler.  The song is similar to that of reed warbler but is faster and more ‘liquid’.
Subalpine warbler

Common and widespread summer visitor

2, both in song, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4.
Sardinian warbler

Very common and widespread resident

A male seen well, and others heard singing and calling, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; 2, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; 2, RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4.

Orphean warbler

Widespread but scarce summer visitor

4 seen well and others heard singing, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; 1 in song, Avas Gorge, 25/4.
Lesser whitethroat

Fairly common but local summer visitor, locally common passage migrant

1 heard singing, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4.
Whitethroat

Common and widespread summer visitor and passage migrant

Several, Dadia, 20/4; 2, Evros Delta, 21/4; 2, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; 2, west of Lefkimi, 25/4; 2, RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; 2, north of Dadia village, 26/4.
Blackcap

Common and widespread resident

2, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; several in song, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4.
Eastern Bonelli’s warbler

Fairly widespread and locally fairly common summer visitor and passage migrant

3 singing, northern outskirts of Dadia village, 26/4.

Chiffchaff

Fairly common but local summer visitor, common and widespread winter visitor

Several, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; 1, Avas Gorge, 25/4.
Long-tailed tit

Fairly common and widespred resident

1, Dadia, 21/4; several, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4.
Sombre tit

Widespread but scarce resident

1, northern outskirts of Dadia village, 26/4.

Coal tit

Common and widespread resident

2 heard calling, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4.

Blue tit

Very common and widespread resident

2, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; 1, Avas Gorge, 25/4.
Great tit

Common and widespread resident

Several, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4 & 24/4; hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; radio mast (Kerea), Dadia Forest Reserve, west of Lefkimi, 25/4; RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; Avas Gorge, 25/4.
Golden oriole

Fairly common and widespread summer visitor and passage migrant

1 heard in the Diavolorema River valley near Dadia village, 23/4.
Red-backed shrike

Common and widespread summer visitor and passage migrant

A pair seen during journey to Dadia, 20/4; 3, Dadia, 20/4; 1m, Evros Delta, 21/4; 2, east of Lefkimi, 25/4; a male, northern outskirts of Dadia village (edge of Dadia Forest Reserve), 26/4.
Lesser grey shrike

Fairly widespread but scarce summer visitor and passage migrant

1, Diavolorema River valley just north of Dadia village, 26/4.
Woodchat shrike

Common and widespread summer visitor

2, east of Lefkimi & a male, west of Lefkimi, 25/4; a male near the ruin, south of Avas, 25/4.

Jay

Widespread and locally common resident

Seen during journey to Dadia, 20/4; Dadia, 21/4, 23/4; 1, on the hillslopes west of Loutros village, 23/4.
Magpie

Common and widespread resident

Evros Delta, 21/4.
Jackdaw

Common and widespread resident

Several in Provatonas; 1, Alexandroupolis, 21/4.  Appears to be quite localised in this area.
Hooded crow

Very common and widespread resident

Seen during journey to Dadia, 20/4; several, Alexandroupolis, 21/4; Evros Delta, 21/4; Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; Avas Gorge, 25/4; north of Dadia village, 26/4.
Raven

Fairly common and widespread resident

1, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; 1 over Loutros and 2, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; 2-3, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; 1, radio mast (Kerea), Dadia Forest Reserve, west of Lefkimi, 25/4; 2, north of Dadia village, 26/4.  Seen along Route 95 to Alexandroupolis.
Starling

Fairly common but local resident, very common and widespread winter visitor

Dadia, 20/4; several large flocks, Anthi lagoons, Evros Delta, 24/4.  Appears to be quite localised; are the Evros Delta flocks migrants ?
House sparrow

Very common and widespread resident

Dadia, 20/4, 23/4; Alexandroupolis, 21/4; hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; Avas Gorge, 25/4.

Spanish sparrow

Widespread and locally very common resident and summer visitor

Small breeding colonies in Dadia village; one occupying the underside of the occupied stork’s nest in the village square, and one opposite the nearby taverna.  A roost of c.100 in common reed, at dusk, Evros Delta, 21/4.
Tree sparrow

Widespread and locally common resident

1, Dadia, 20/4; 1, Diavolorema River valley just north of Dadia village, 26/4.
Chaffinch

Very common and widespread resident and winter visitor

Dadia, 20/4 & 21/4; very numerous, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; radio mast (Kerea), Dadia Forest Reserve, west of Lefkimi, 25/4; west of Lefkimi, 25/4; RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; Avas Gorge, 25/4; northern outskirts of Dadia village (edge of Dadia Forest Reserve), 26/4; Radio Mast (Kerea), west of Lefkimi, Dadia Forest Reserve, 26/4.
Serin

Fairly common and widespread resident

Dadia, 20/4, 21/4; many singing, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; several, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; north of Dadia village, 26/4.
Greenfinch

Common and widespread resident

Dadia, 20/4, 21/4; Alexandroupolis, 21/4; Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4 & 24/4; hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; west of Lefkimi, 25/4; Avas Gorge, 25/4; north of Dadia village, 26/4.
Goldfinch

Common and widespread resident

Dadia, 20/4, 21/4, 23/4; Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4 & 24/4; west of Lefkimi, 25/4; Avas Gorge, 25/4.
Linnet

Common and widespread resident

3+, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; Avas Gorge, 25/4.
Crossbill

Fairly widespread but scarce resident, common and widespread in invasion years

3+, scrub and woodland, northern outskirts of Dadia village (edge of Dadia Forest Reserve), 26/4.

Hawfinch

Fairly widespread but scarce resident, widespread and locally common winter visitor

c.7 in farmland trees and hedgerows, Dadia, 20/4; several, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4 & 24/4; 1, west of Lefkimi, 25/4; 1, RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; 1 heard, Avas Gorge, 25/4; 1 + others calling, north of Dadia village, 26/4.
Cirl bunting

Common and widespread resident

Dadia, 20/4, 21/4 & 23/4; 1 singing, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; 1 male, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; 1, west of Lefkimi, 25/4; several, RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; 7+, Avas Gorge, 25/4; male in song, northern outskirts of Dadia village (edge of Dadia Forest Reserve), 26/4.
Ortolan bunting

Widespread and locally common summer visitor

2 singing, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4; a male seen well and others heard singing, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; heard, radio mast (Kerea), Dadia Forest Reserve, west of Lefkimi, 25/4; 1 pair, Avas Gorge, 25/4.
Corn bunting

Very common and widespread resident

Seen during journey to Dadia, 20/4; Evros Delta, 21/4, 23/4 & 24/4; hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4; west of Lefkimi, 25/4; RR Station Potamolou, south of Avas, 25/4; Avas Gorge, 25/4; Diavolorema River valley just north of Dadia village, 26/4.
Additional species recorded in Athens on the return journey, 27.4.98:

Alpine swift  1-2 around the Acropolis.
Wood warbler  Several around the ruins and gardens north of the Acropolis; numerous in the wooded park southwest of the Acropolis, below Filopappos Hill.
Spotted flycatcher  1, in the wooded park southwest of the Acropolis, below Filopappos Hill.
Collared flycatcher  At least one male, in the wooded park southwest of the Acropolis, below Filopappos Hill.
Pied flycatcher Numerous, in the wooded park southwest of the Acropolis, below Filopappos Hill.
Mammals

English & scientific names follow Mammals of Britain and Europe (MacDonald & Barrett 1993). Eastern hedgehog is referred to as Eastern European hedgehog in A world list of mammalian species (Corbett & Hill 1991)

Eastern hedgehog (Erinaceus concolor)

Dead individuals seen alongside the main route 95 between Alexandroupolis and Soufli.
Red fox (Vulpes vulpes)

Evros Delta, 23/4; 1 scavenging offal at the raptor feeding station, Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4; 1 barking in Dadia village after dark, 24/4; 1, west of Lefkimi, Dadia Forest Reserve, 26/4.

Reptiles

English & scientific names follow A field guide to the reptiles and amphibians of Britain and Europe (Arnold & Burton 1978)

Hermann’s tortoise (Testudo hermanni)

1, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4.

Spur-thighed tortoise (Testudo graeca)

1, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4.

Green lizard sp. (Lacerta) (either Balkan green L. trilineata or green L. viridis)
Dadia village, 20/4.

Slow worm (Anguis fragilis)
1, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4.

Amphibians

English & scientific names also follow A field guide to the reptiles and amphibians of Britain and Europe (Arnold & Burton 1978)

Smooth newt (Triturus vulgaris)

Found in a small stream pool, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4.  There were several well-developed tadpoles present; with tails, legs and toes, and external gills.

Yellow-bellied toad (Bombina variegata)
Found in a small stream pool, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4.

Green toad (Bufo viridis)

Heard each evening, and occasionally seen, between the village and the Ecotourism Centre.  The song is a high-pitched, “liquid” trill which is very cricket-like.
Stream frog (Rana graeca)

Found in a small stream pool, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4.

Marsh frog (Rana ridibunda)
Dadia, 20/4; very vocal, Evros Delta, 21/4; at a man-made pond, hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4.

Butterflies

English & scientific names follow The Mitchell Beazley pocket guide to Butterflies (Whalley 1981)

Swallowtail (Papilio machaon)
Dadia, 20/4.

Scarce swallowtail (Iphiclides podalirius)
Dadia, 20/4.

Orange tip (Anthocharis cardamines)
Dadia, 20/4; hill slopes east of Loutros, 23/4.

Clouded yellow (Colias crocea)
Hillslopes east of Loutros, 23/4.

Wood white (Leptidea sinapsis)
Dadia, 20/4; several, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4.

Painted lady (Cynthia cardui)
Dadia, 20/4; locally very numerous, Evros Delta, 21/4; very numerous, Dadia Forest Reserve, 22/4.

Green hairstreak (Callophrys rubi)
Dadia Forest Reserve, 24/4.

Hummingbird hawkmoth and moon moth also seen in Dadia village.

Trees (very incomplete)

Oaks in the area are downy oak Quercus pubescens, bitter or Turkey oak Q cerris, Q conferta and Q dalechampii.  The last is the usual oak around the Ecotourism centre.  A very difficult genus: we were advised that the last was identified by a botany professor from Athens, who had to examine the rings in the wood to separate it from a similar species.

Pines are Pinus brutix and Pinus nigra (black pine – of which Corsican pine is a coastal subspecies much used in UK forestry).

Manna (= flowering) ash

Judas tree

Eastern strawberry tree Arbutus andrachne with beautiful orange-red peeling bark and untoothed leaves

Montpellier maple

Flowers (very incomplete – only more unusual ones noted)

Buttercups
Peacock anemone Anemone pavonina widespread in the forest



Pheasants eye

Corn buttercup Ranunculus velutinus
Poppies

Hypecoum imberbe

Crucifers
Alyssum corymbosum

Peas

Yellow vetch Vicia lutea



Bladder senna

Wild jasmine

Hypericum cerastoides a St John’s wort – but haven’t found it in any book so far

Borage family 
Blue (= purple) gromwell




Corn cromwell



A comfrey Symphytum ottomanum

Labiates
Spotted deadnettle Lamium maculatum




Groundpine

Figwort family
Verbascum sinuatum
Bellflowers
Large Venus’s looking glass

Composites
Centaurea triumfetti a perennial cornflower




Cornflower

Bulbs 

Wild tulip Tulipa sylvestris




Grape hyacinth

Dragon arum

Orchids

Mammose ophrys




Narrow-leaved helleborine
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