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Introduction

This is aecord of the bird species reported from the Whitlingham ar@acluding Thorpe
Marshes NW)during 2012 DespiteWhitlingham and Thorpéeing separated by the River
Yare, the landscapes of both were heavily influenced by quarrying and thersiisable
interchange in birds between the two sitds addition, Thorpe Marsh can heewed from
several points on the Whitlingham side. For these reasons, Whitlingham birders have
traditionally included birds seen at or over Thorpe Marsh on their patch liskgyuagh some
Thorpe birders onlyist on their side of the riveit should be noted that this bird report is
independent from any of the organisations that manageese sites notably theBroads
Authority, Whitlingham Charitabl&rust, Norfolk Wildlife Trst and South Norfolk Council

A map of he Whitlinghanrecording area can be found belowhe majority of the sightings
have been made by the author or by other local observers, however sightings reported
through the internet or bird news providers hateen included for completenes§herefore
alsi ghti ngs ar.eWheregsoarce species hassbeen photographed or seen by
several observers this is noted in the teSpecies that are county raritishouldbe assessed

by the Norfolk Records Committeend their verdict will be included in the Norfolk Bird &
Mammal Report 2012, to be published in autumn 2013.

Whitlingham
Woods

Kirby Bedo

The Whitlingham Recording area, composing of Whitlingham C.P, Trowse Meadows,
Trowse Woods, Whitlingham Marsh, Whitlingham Sewage Works, Thorpe Marsh NWT and
Crown Point Estate land north of the A47.


http://norfolkbirds.weebly.com/

A brief history of Whitlingham

Whitlingham Country Park is sited on land owned by @ewn Point Estatand managed

jointly by Whitlingham Charitable Trust and the Broads AuthoriBravel extraction began

on the Great Broad areim 1990,with work starting onthe Little Broad in 1995The work

ultimatelyr esul t ed i n the creat e alowedtd floodvad werd r o a d s
landscaped into a country parkVork finishedin 2005 and inthe same year the county

council opened the Whitlingham Outdoor Education Centre at the west end of the Great
Broad. The visitors centre was opened in the flint bamm 2006, serving as both an
information point and café.

More gravel extraction took place across the riveiTabrpe, finishing in 2008. The flooded
gravelworkings on the Thorpe sideere not taken over by the Whitlingham Charitable

Trust, and the leastor the broad and adjacent marsh (formerly Thorpe Station Mavngig

taken up n 2011by the Norfolk Wildlife fiust. Now known as Thorpe Marsh NWT, the area

was heralded in the | ocal me d i aWwhendookinpa N WT s
bird sidlht i ngs onl ine it i s i mportant t o real i
predominantly used to describe the area further east at Thempgt-Haddiscoe.

In spring 2012 the Broads Authority moved thewmlar boat Rg to Whitlingham from
Malthouse Broad andegan offeringregular boat trips on the Great BroadThis year
proposals weralsomade to extend the fadtles at Whitlingham to includaccommodation
and additional visitor attractionslhree proposals were put to consultation in summer 2012,
and workon the chosen plan due to begin (subject to further consultations) in late 2013.

Despite increasing visitor numbeaiad thedisturbance on the Great Broad caused by bpats
Whitlinghamremainsa popular destination for Norwichased birders, particularly in winter
and ring. The site list is around 38includingN o r f o | k Blackasdenbite Wdrbler
and several county rariti@swhich is matchednly by the UEA arelcaly.

Further realing

1.  Whitlingham Quarrying Project

Whitlingham Country Park newsletter number 17, Summer/autumn 2011, pages 8
(http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/broads/live/visiting/tourisinformation
centres/WCP_newsletter summer_ 2011 final)pdf

2. Introducing Thorpe Marshes: A tranquil oasis in the heart of Norwich
(http://www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/Home/News/Introducingl horpeMarshes-A-
tranquil-oasisin-th.aspy

3. Broads Authority’s Solar Powered Boat Moves To Whitlingham

(http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/news/presseleases/2012/broadsuthority-s-solar
powered-boat-movesto-whitlingham.htm)
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Review of the Year
January

The year started with aargentatusrace Herring Gull in the conservation area, dwarfing the
other gulls.Teal numbers began to increasgeadily whilst thousands of Common Gulls
gatheredfor a preroost midmonth. At Thorpe an unprecedented flock of 28 Ruff were
seen on the scrapen the 11". On the 1§, a F-winter drake Ferruginous Duck was found
on the Great Broad. It stayed feeveral days, before givingitild credentials a bobdy
leaving and not being reported elsewhere in the county.

February

February began with an unusual sighting on tH€ &f a Knot on the grass near the
Watersports centre. A cold spell then brought in a spate of good birds, incltwdmngcaup,

a Dunlinand another Ruff. A Relofeasted Merganser was a particularly rare local bird, and
was later seen furtlr along the Yare at Strumpshaw. Whilst looking for the mergans&r a 1
winter Darkbellied Brent Goose was found, no doubt having been split from tbemof

400+ that arrived around the same time at Breydon Water. More typical of February was a
redhead Smew, which was joined by two others by-mighth, and a couple of Goosanders

A Great White Egret was seen briefly at Whitlingham C.P. and was laterasé¢EA and
Colney G.Ps before settling at Marlingford. Two Pintail and a Mealy Redpoll completed an
excellent month.

March

There was a lull at the start of &ch until the first Chiffchaff of the year was seen at Thorpe
on the 12", followed by the onlyAvocet to be reported this year on the next daje wader
theme continued on the 1B with a Blackailed Godwit and aecentsite-record 12 Dunlin.

The first Little Ringed Plover returned on the’'2but was sometimes elusive. On the last
day of themonth a Caspian Gull was in the conservation area bay, a new Norwich tick for
several local birders.

April

Migrants continued to arvie, with Willow Warbler, Sedge atbler and Sand Martin
appearing by migmonth. Two Cuckoos arrived at Thorpe and continteetle seen through

the springAr ound this time a Bewick’'s Swan took
Wensum in the cityand a Pied Flycatcher was found at Earlham Cemegetet
unfortunately despite searching neither wakiter seen at WhitlinghamThe 24" saw
migration kick into gear, with large numbers of Arctic Terns being seen across the country.

At least four passed through Whitlingham, along with 11 Little Gaild a Swift mixed in

with a large flock of hirundinesTowards the end of the monthd@mon Sandpipers,
Grasshopper Warbler and Hobby were all seen.



May

A dawn chorus walk on thé%3ecorded most of the migrants not recorded in April, such as
Lesser Whitethroat and Garden Warbler. The outstanding diirthe month wasa singing
Nightingale. It later became apparent that there were in fact two birds, which could be
heard singing throughout the daynostly from deep within the scrub, bubccasiondy
showing wellout in the open.SeveralYellow Wagtad were reported whilst aday of heavy

raptor passage included a Red Kite, five Hobbies and four Marsh Harriers. Towards the end
of the month Common Sandpiper numbers peaked at seven.

June

At the start of the month a Barn Owl could be seen hunting over Thorpe Marsh in the
evenings, joined by a second bird on one occasion. A Grasshopper Warbler was also reeling
in the evenings and showing fairly frequently. Four Cuckoos were seemmamth at
Whitlingham, and a Wood Sandpiper briefly fed on the scrape at Thorpe Marsh on'the 24

July

July was a quiet month in the area, with two sightings of a Red Kite being the most
interesting sightings, as thesuggested that a bird was ovsummering nearby. On the 17

a mobile Caspian Tern was found at Strumpshaw, which covered the gtoemeen
Strumpshaw and Breydon with ease. Given this movement it is entirely possible that it made
its way up to Whitlingham at some point during its three day stay, but there were no
confirmed sightings west of Strumpshaw.

August

A drake Common Scoter &Yhitingham on the 8 and 9" was an unusual midummer
record, whilst three Common Sandpipers and three Green Sandpipers were seen at Thorpe
throughout the month.A Mallard was on the river with a brood of seven newly fledged
ducklings on the 18, presumably a second or maybe even third brood. Lesser Blacked

Gull numbers grew to over 300 towards the end of the month, and a Y4digged Gull was
amongst them on the 2% whilst a lone Swift on the same date was the last sighting of the
year.

September

September was a quiet month, with few ducks or waders. Two Chiffchaffs were still present
on the 229, including one in song at Trowse Meadows. Several visits looking for an Osprey
present nearby at Strumpshaw unfortunately failed to yield anytsigb.



October

The start of the month saa second Caspian Gull of the year on the Great Broad, wifh a 1
winter present along with two Yellovegged Gulls. Near the end of the month Snipe
numbers began to build uagt Thorpe whilst the firstRedwings ad Fieldfares of the autumn
were seen overheadA single Wigeon was on the Little Broad on thé&, 2idnd three Water
Rails were heardA mass arrival of thrushes at the coast finally filtered inland on tH 26
with both Ring Ouzel and Black Redstart geseen in Norwich city centre. Unfortunately
neither species was reported from the Whitlingham recording area, but both remain
possiblefuture patch birds aspring and autumn migrants. On the®34 lone Waxwing was
reported flying over the sewage worlahead of the main Norfolk arrival in early November.

November

Duck numbers were slow to build, withGoldeneye on the Great Broaah the 16", and 30

Teal on the 28. On the 11" a flock of around a dozen Lesser Redpolls was seen at Thorpe

and lowernumbers were present nearby for the rest of Novemh@n the 18' a Little Egret

flew over Thorpe Marsh and appeared to land nearby. Given the spread of this species in
recent ti mes it i s perhaps surprisiwg that
potentially good local birds werseen flying west from Strumpshabut sadly notseen at
Whitlingham,a Gannet(18") and three Lapland Buntings (28

December

A cold spell at the start of the month brought in the birds, wittD 0 Bewi ck’ s Swar
flying west over Whitlingham Larend a whopping60+ Snipe at Thorpe Marsh. A large

influx of ducks on the®included a female Ringecked Duck, thesAythya species of the

year, and a Common Scoter was also unusliz¢. Ringhecked Duckvas present untilthe

13", whilst theScoter stayed until the 17 A Slavonian Grebe at Thorpe Broad was the first

one in the area since spring 2010, and at least two Goosangdere seen several times
throughout the month.After Christmas the only wildfowdighlights were 19 Wigeon and

three Goldeneye on the 30



Records of Ring-necked Duck at Whitlingham

In December a female Rimgecked Duck was found whilst counting wildfowl on the Great
Broad. The preceding week had been cold, and this weatppeared to have caused a

large movement of birds from continental Europe into eastern England. Numbers of regular
winter species such as Tufted Ducks, Pochard, Gadwall and Teal showed large increases in
numbers, whilst several Wigeon & Shoveler has atgweal, along with a Common Scoter.

The first record of a Riagecked Duck at Whitlingham was from November 2008, and
followed a large arrival of the species to tBeitain and Irelandincluding 15 at Inishmore

the previous month. This bird was present Bround a week and a half. Later in the winter

it was found at Hoveton Little Broad, a private broad linked to the River Bure. In 2009/10
the Ringnecked Duck was again seen in the Bure Valley, this time at Wroxham, Broad
appearing at Whitlinghanagain béween 29" January and 18 February.In the winters of
2010/11 and 2011/12this bird was again presentpending time at Ranworth and
Malthouse Broads.

It would benatural to assume that the bird found this year is the same birdiyéisyaducks
are known to often returnto the same siteyear on yearHowever photographs of the
2012 bird appear to show less white on the lifid a slightly different head patterto
pictures of theoriginal bird, raising the possibility that this is a eiéfnt individual.Having
compared pictures of this bird with photdaken earlier in theyear at Ranworth, it is my
opinion and that of several other local birders that thigideed likely to be a different bird.

B — - — . .
Photograph courtesy of Carl Chapm(@s/12/12)© 2012




Whitlingham and Thorpe Classified List

Mute Swan — Common residentwith amaximumcount of 103 at the start of June
At least three pairs bred this ygatwo at the country park and one on the river
nearby.

Bewick’s Swan — A flock of 100(as groups of 40 and 60) were seen flying over
Whitlingham Langthen continuedwest over the city on 8 DecemberNearby in the
city a Bewick’s Swan stayed for over a wee

Whooper Swan — A smallflockwasseen flying over Witlingham C.P. w4™ February
and 60+ were seen flying over on Marct"10

Pink-footed Goose — An underrecorded species, likely to fly oveither on arrival in
autumn or when flocks move between the North and East of the county later in the
winter period. The only report this year was a flock of 130 seen flying over in early
October.

Greylag Goose — A ®mmon resident and winter visitor. The postbreeding flock

reached140+ in Julywhilst a least two pairs bredhatching six and seven goslings

The families then gathered together into a créche to look after the yolim@g white
domestic Greylags (‘farmyard geese’) were

Canada Goose — Resident numbers up to around 35 in summerOne pair bred
hatching seven goslings

Brent Goose — A firstwinter Darkbellied Brent
Goose was found at Whitingham C.en d"
February and stayedntil at least26™ February This
coincided with a large flock arriving at Breydon
. Water. This is the second area record, following one
. at Thorpe in 2009.

Egyptian Goose — A @mmon(and noisy!'yesident. Twopairs bred this yeaiThe first
pair hatchedeight goslings on 31Marchand a second had seven goslings around the
6™ April.

Shelduck — Several records from Thorpe Marshe&Shelducks have bred in the area in
the past, but are now only seen occasionally, most often in spring.

Wigeon — Severalseen during the first winteperiod, with 10 on # February Four
were seen on 9 December,and a decent local count of 19 was made or" 30
December.



Gadwall — Several birdsasident,with up to 250in first winter period. Two pairs were
seen in the ditches at Thorpe during May, ahi possible that they may breed out
of sight, but no ducklings were seen.

Teal — There were gceptionally large numberns Jan/Feb 2012yith around 350 on

the Great Broad in late Januague to the numbers in inlets and sleeping on the
islandthis was almost certainly an undercountThere is a large exchange between
birds on the Great Broad and Thorpe Broad depending on disturbance. The highest
count on Thorpe Broad was 253 on™Bebruary.

Mallard — Commonresident Several pairs brechatching upo eight ducklingsA late

brood of recentlyfledged ducklings was on the river between Whitlingham and
Thorpe on 18 AugustAt | east one of t het yopisvelWilg was
dark birds with white fronts. Numbers reached 190 in milugust which perhaps
surprisingly i®ne of thehighest couns noted here.

| IR "‘“:\i’;";"g-\f'f"} | Pintail— A scarce bird at Whitlingham, despite

' AN

4 g({f ;;‘5' :w‘n"l regularly occurring further down the Yare Valley at
A0 450U Hardley Flood. There werewb recordsthis year

N
both in February involving female birds.

Shoveler — Low numbers present throughotthe first winter period. Four on &
December were the first of the second winter period.

| Pochard — A common winter visitor. A count df40
~ in mid-Februaryis close to thesite record (143).
"% Severalbirds stagd into the spring.In December
one individual provided an added pitfall for those
looking for the Ringnecked Duck, as it had a
superficiallysimilar face pattern (the right hand bird

' seen here with a more typical female).

Ring-necked Duck — A female Ringnecked Duckvas

- found amongst a mixed flock of ducks thre Great
Broad on9" Decemberand remained until 18. This
bird may well bethe returning broadland bird first
seen in November 200&o0r a better picture see the
article on page 8The recordhas been submitted to
the county records committee.

10



Ferruginous Duck — A T“winter drake was foundn
the conservation area bagn 19" January 2012 It
» - remaineduntil the 229, and has been submitted to
‘ e, the county rarities committee.This is thefirst
apparently genuine record for Whitlingham,
| following a colouringed escapein 2007and several
| hybrids.

Tufted Duck — Seen in every month of the yearutomuch more numerous in winter.
Numbers reachedround 450in the first winter periodand around 150 in the second.

Scaup — Two reportedin the first winter period neither staying for longer than a day.

Common Scoter — A drake was found on the Great
Broad on the evening oB8" August 2012 and
remained until dusk the next day. Thistlne first
sighting since 2009 and possibly the first August
. record for the area There was also a fematgpe
bird on the Great Broad on"@December, which

. unusually for this species stayed forer aweek.

Goldeneye — Small numbersin the first winter period, with a Fflwinter drake
lingering at Thorpe Broaohto April Two redheads were present in raidecember
following a cold spell.

Smew — One redhead was first seen on 8th
February,and wasjoined by a second betweethe
14"-20". A third bird brieflyjoined the other two
during the afternoon of 18 February but departed
on the same day.

— ‘ Goosander — A redhead was in the area for a while

during February, whilst a drake was also seen and

- > : - photographedon the Great Broadn December two
s _”‘_:_p\ - were seen liying upriver past Thorpe Broad, with a

2 : female present on the broad on the @&nd a male

on the broad on the 28,

Red-breasted Merganser — One in February for a single day was the first record since
2004. What may have beethe same bird was seedownstream on the river at
Strumpshaw in March.

11



Pheasant — Common residenin low numbersMost
of these are typical ringecked birds, however two
un-ringed males were present on 2&anuary and a
tenebrosusvariant female was at Whitlingham on
3 April and remained in the generarea until at
least September (see photo).

Cormorant — Commonwinter visitor, a few birds resident. plto 40 birds oosted in
the trees on the island ithe first winter period. Mostof the birds are of therace
carbo,but severakinensigace bird * Cont i nent al alsOpreserd.r ant ' ) w

Bittern — Seen for the % consecutivewinter. Thisy e anecord was typicalwith a

bird seenalong the North shore of the Great Broad oppase t he Viasi t or
duskin January.Interestingly a bird was seen in a similar place off Bécember

2011, although presumably it had moved to somewhere close by rather than staying

in the rather sparse area of reeds along the broad edge for several days.

S

Little Egret — Severalrecords of birdsin flight, usually in the eveninglhere is a
resident bird along the river at Old Lakenham, which has been seen flying towards
Trowse and may account for the Whitlingham records.

Great White Egret — Oneseenon 10" Felruary flying alongthe river past the Great
Broad and dropped out of sight on the Thorpe side of the river. viag presumably
the bird later seen west of Norwich before settling darlingford. Although

increasingly seen in the county recent years Great White Egret istill a county
rarity, and this bird has been submitted to the county rarities commitfBleis was
the second area record.

Grey Heron — Resident, with up to four seen on occasiogiother bird can be
regularly found beneath the electricity pylon opposite May Gurney offices.

Little Grebe — Winter visitor. Up to six birds,were present,often spending time on
the river.

Great Crested Grebe — Residentonly one pair bredthis year with one largejuvenile
on the river in early August

Red Kite - One seen over Thorpen two consecutive days in May and several other
sightings in late spring. In addition one was seen over Whitlingham Lane on August.
Red Kites are increasing in number in Norfolk and sightings are expected to become
more regular.

12



Marsh Harrier — A palemale bird hunted ovemhorpe Marskregularlyin May & June.
A darker male and a female were also reported, with an unprecedented four birds
being seen on one day in May.

Sparrowhawk — Residentand possibly breeding in the area.

Buzzard — A bird that presumably has a territory south of Norwich is seen
infrequently over the country parkin early August twdBuzzardsvere seen circling
together from Thorpe Marshes along with an unidentified large raptor sp.

Osprey — There were longstaying birds further upriver at Strumpshaw in both spring
and autumn. The spring bird was seen twice over Whitlingham marsh before flying
east over the A47, whilst the autumn bird was also seen nearby and probably spent
some time in the same area.

Kestrel — Residentand probably breeding in the area.

Hobby — One summered in the area and was seen frequently from May onwards. A
record count of fiveindividuals were seen on pe day inMay, presumably on
passage

Peregrine — Several sightingsA pair bred successfully in Norwich city centre, raising
two young so Peregrines should become a more common sigyer the next few
years The Cathedral spire is just visible from the top of the Lime tree avenue.

Water Rail — Present atwWhitlingham anl Thorge, but only seerand heardin winter,
therefore whether birds are present all year round or just winter in the area is
unknown. Three were calling at Whitlingham in October (two from near the Little
Broad and one from the Great Broad).

Moorhen — Resdent breeder with several broods raised this year.
Coot —Resident breeder, numbers swadlin winterto 350+

Oystercatcher — Seen at Thorpe Station Marsh, and often a pair at the sewage works
Six flew over from the sewage works towards Thorpe in July.

Avocet — Only one record this year, typically in early spriagThorpe Marston 14"
March.

Little Ringed Plover — Springvisitor to Thorpe Marshfirst arriving on the 23 March
andfour on 3f'March. After a large gap birds were seen again indpting.

Grey Plover — One seenby several observerat Thorpe Station Marsh in Felary
during a cold spelk the secondVhitlingham area record.

13



Lapwing — Resident large numbers in winte¢120+ in January) Numbers began to
increase in July, includimgany juveniles.

Knot — A rare bird at Whitlingham, one was seen near the Watersports Cent@
February

Dunlin — One at Thorpe Marstvas seen several timakiring Felruary, then a record
count of 12 @ 15" March A summesplumaged bird was seen on the scrape in April.

Ruff - Rare locallya flock of28 seen and photographedt Thorpe Marshon 11th
Januarywas exceptional. Gawas also seethere on 5" February.

Snipe — Winter visitor, up to 13 seen at Thorpe the first winter period althougtthis
was almost certainly an undercount.At least 60 birds were seen at Thorpe in
December following a cold spell. At Whitlingham two birds were seen regolaiiye
north shore of the main islanduringJanuary

Black-tailed Godwit — One seen and photographed at Thorpe Marsh on the shingle
spiton 15" March, several other flyover sightings.

Common Sandpiper — Annual passage migrant, with several seen moving between
Thorpe and Whitlingham in April and Mayt Whitlingham one of the birds could be
regularly found perched on a moored boat for several days. Seven at Thorpe Marsh
on 26" Maywas a good local count.

Green Sandpiper — A passage migrant, seen mainly at ThorpeuAasually early bird
was seerfFebruary, wth most sightings in March and April. A bird was on a wooden
platform on the Great Broad in May, andturn passage began in early August, with
up to four birds seen on the scrape at Thorppbere was a record of presumably an
over-wintering bird atThorpe on 13/12/12. This bird may be one of several also seen
at Cantley Beet Factory during December.

. A Redshank — Onewasseenand photographedn the
* % scrape at Thorpen 26" May.

Wood Sandpiper — One was seen at Thorpe Marsh 24" Juneand another5™ July.

Black-headed Gull — Residentwith numbersreaching 500+ winter. Large numbers
fly over in the evenings as the gulls head to Breydon Water to roost.

14



Little Gull — The only record this year was of a floek11 at Thorpe Mrsh on the
same day as tArctic Tern pasge 24" Apri).

Common Gull — Fairly common in winterAn amazing count of c2000 weeported in
January.

Lesser Black-backed Gull — A fewpresentall year round, although most common in
summer. Large groups from nearby farmlaedngregate in the evening before flying
to roost.

Herring Gull — Fairly common, especially autumn/winter. Most of these were of the
race argenteus but one particularly large bird on®1January was of the race
argentatus

Yellow-legged Gull — Several ecordsfrom the first winter period on the Great Broad
an adult with Lesser Bladlacked Gulls on 24Augustand two on &' October.

Caspian Gull — A nearadult seen and photographed
on the 3F' Marchwas the third confirmed record for
Whitlingham. Another bird, this time a Stwinter,
was reported on 8 October.As of 2013 this species
is a description species in Norfolk, and any reports
should be sent to the Norfolk Rarities Committee for
assessment.

Great Black-backed Gull — Occasional records thughout the year.

Common Tern— Up to nine seen idate April and early May. pair was obseaved
mating on a post on the Great Broad ohJune, but no juveniles were seen.

Arctic Tern — At least dur passed througton April
24" with severabinglebirdsin the two weeks after.
This coincided with a very large movement of Arctic
™= Terns, with many reservoirs in England hosting large
numbers.

Feral Pigeon — Flocks from Norwich and Thorpe seen in flight throughout the year.
Nearby at Trowse a flock raisson a roof between the railway and May Gurney
building.

Stock Dove — Residentat Thorpe Marshes, occasionally seen elsewhérgair was
present in an old tree on the meadow south of Whitlingham Lane in spring.

15



Woodpigeon — Common residenaind breeder.n autumn and winter large numbers
seen moving overhead.

Collared Dove — Small numbers present, mostly in gardens along Whitlingham.Lane

Cuckoo — Summer visitorUp to four individuals preserin 16" June including a pair
at Thorpe Marsh and callingnales on the island and eastern plantation at
Whitlingham.

Barn Owl — One seen on several evenings at Thorpe Marsh, with two seen on one
occasion after heavy rainThese birdsmay have bred at the sewage works nearby,
where there used to be a number ofipa

Swift — Common summer visitothe first of the year was seen on"24pril, around a
week earlier than normalThe last sighting was one flying south on th& 2digust.

Kingfisher — Residentbut easier to see in winter. There is a pair at Trowseadtsvs
and several along the Yare that can be seen from the Thorpe side.

Green Woodpecker — Resident A juvenile bird on Whitlingham Meadow in the
autumn was presumably born nearby.

Great Spotted Woodpecker — Residentand presumed breeder.

Skylark — A singing bird at Thorpe Marsh in July was unusual. Skylarks are common on
the farmland east of Whitlingham Sewage Works.

Sand Martin — A @mmon springvisitor that formerly bred in part of the quarry, but
so far haven’t r et urplaedThey werelatethamnordhalc api ng
returning this year, first see8™ April but large numbers not seen until 2April.

Swallow — Common summer visitorfirst seen on 2% April. Despite sightings from
around the county(including nearby at Strumpshawjto November, no particularly
late sightings were made at Whitlingham.

House Martin — Commonsummer visitor, first seen on 2Rpril.

Meadow Pipit — A small flock waseen at Thorpe Marsh in spring, and then again in
autumn.

Yellow Wagtail — One on & May andat least two moreheard passing overheaia
mid-May (not seen to langl Yellow Wagtails are scarce here, so three records
represents a good year for this species.

Grey Wagtail — One seen at Thorpe 8sh in first winter period and one heard on the
river near the sewage works late spring. Several pairs bred successfully in the city,
so it is hoped that they will recolonize the river near Whitlingham in the near future.
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Pied Wagtail — Residentoften seen around the main car park and slipway.least
one brood was raised this year.

Waxwing —One seen flying west over the sewage works ofi Gttober.
Wren —Common residenand presumed breeder

Dunnock — Residentand presumed breeder

Robin —Common esidentand breeder

Nightingale — Two singing males at Whitlingham (iPe first reported on g May)
were the firstto be recorded here since 2007 and stayed until at lea¥t\ay. 2012
saw a BTO Nightingale Survey and these sightings were reported to that project.

Whinchat — One reported from Thorpe Marsbn 158" May. There are several
previous records of Whinchat at Thorpe, lthis may be the first spring record as the
others have beenfrom return migration in August.

Blackbird — Common residenand breeder

Fieldfare — Winter visitor, most sightigs were from flocks flying over in the first
winter period.

Song Thrush — A garce resident most often encountered in the scrub betwee
Whitlingham Lane and the Little Broad.

Redwing — Common winter visitgrmostly flocks flying over but also seen in scrub
along the riverbank near Whitlingham Woods.

Mistle Thrush — Resident but scarce this year. A pesteeding flock of five was on
the meadows south of Whitlingham Lane in early August.

Cetti’s Warbler — Common residenand presumed breeder.

Blackcap — Common summer visitorfirst seen on % April 2012. There wer@o
wintering records this year.

Garden Warbler — Scarce summer visitpfirst seen on ¥ May. A pair presumably
bred at Thorpe Marsh, whilst there were several at Whitlingham, @vh a
maximum of four on 6 May.

Lesser Whitethroat — Scarce migrantalso first seen"3May (2). No sign of breeding
at Whitlingham this gar, it is likely that the birdseen in early May were commuting
between t he C. P. an dortliCadthesriyer. s Meadow, n
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Whitethroat — Common summer visitor and breeddirst seen % May. Note that
there was an organised dawn chorus walk on this date, the birds first seen off'the 3
may havearrived after the weekend andlready been present for several days.

Grasshopper Warbler — At least two birds reeling at Thorpe Margtom 20" April
onwards One of these was heard reelingtanJuly and early Augustwhich is
unusual.

Sedge Warbler — Summer visitor and breedgfirst seen?™ April.

Reed Warbler — Summer visitor late this year, first hear@t Thorpe on 29 April,
with birds atWhitlingham by 3 May.

Chiffchaff — Common summevisitor, the first record of spring was at Thorpe Marsh
on the 12" March. During the autumn several Chiffchaffs could be found with a flock
of Longtailed Titswith the last report in October. The laghging bird was at Trowse
Meadows on 2% September.

Willow Warbler — Common summer visitor, first record ori® 3\pril 2012, which is
about usual for first arrivals.

Goldcrest — Resident in Whitlingham Woods, where they may breg@de had joined
a roaming tit flock in theittle Broad Alders in September, and two were in hawthorn
bushes along the riverbank in November.

Firecrest — Two reportal in Whitlingham Woods 03/04/12

Long-tailed Tit — Commonresident and probable breeder.

Blue Tit — Common residenand breeder.

Great Tit — Common residenand breeder.

Coal Tit — Scarce residenthe least common tit species here.

Marsh Tit — Scarce resident in Whitlingham Woods and along the riverbank.

Nuthatch — Uncommon residentAt least o birds held territory this year, one in
Whitlingham Woods and one in Trowse Woods.

Treecreeper — Scarcaesident Possibly as a result tee cutting and scrub clearance
there were no sightings from the Little Broad alders in the first winter periad, b
several are still present in Whitlingham Woods.

Jay — Common residentQuite a few were seen during the autumn, but there was no
evidence that these were continental birds.
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Magpie — Common residentln some years there is a large roost near the biréestr
track, but no doubldigure counts noted this year.

Jackdaw — Common residentoften seen on Whitlingham Meadows or over the trees
nearby. This flock are particularly useful in warning of passing large raptors!

Rook — Uncommon preferring more ruraknvironments Most sightirgs were from
around the sewage works or in flight.

Carrion Crow — Common residentoften found around the edge of the Great Broad.

Starling — Mostly seenin flight, but seen several times feeding on Whitlingham
meadows.

Chaffinch — Common residentoften seen feeding on the slipway near the car park.
Greenfinch — Formerly commonbut now only seen occasionally.
Goldfinch — Common residentsmall flocks seen throughout the year.

Siskin — A ommon winter visitor Siskins @uld often be heard flying around the area
in small groups. Sightings resumed from Oetofor the second winter period, with
numbers building into December.

Linnet — Occasional sightings from Thorpe Marsh, including a pair. They may breed
on land at the sewage wks.

Lesser Redpoll — Present throughout winter, with up t&5 seen during-ebruary.The
first report of the autumn was of two seen at Thorpe Marsh 8i\&vember.

Mealy Redpoll — One sighting 0 23° Februarywith Lesser Redpall

Bullfinch — A secretivaresident and possible breeder. A paiasseen in Whitlingham
Woods in the spring, whilst there were many sightings of birds along the riverbank in
the first winter period.A pair were also seen and heard throughout the year at
Thorpe Marsh.

Reed Bunting — Joring visitor and probable breedeiThe first singing males were at
Thorpe in February and Whitlingham by the end of March. Reed Buntings usually
move to nearby farmland in the winter, but this year two were seen feeding on the
path at Thorpe Marsh in iDecember.

Total: 131

19



Appendix A — Unrecorded but likely species

These species are birds that are either seen in most years but not reported during 2012, or
birds that were seen very close to Whitlingham and/or flying in the direction of the
Whitlinghamwithout being actually observed there.

Red-legged Partridge — Present in low numbers on nearby farmland but none
reported from the Whitlingham recording area this year.

Woodcock — Several seen flying over the Adéarbyat dusk. It is likely that some
wintered in the private bits of woodlancbvered by the Whitlingham recording area

Jack Snipe — Jack Snipe are seen at Thorpe most winters, but due to the fact that they
don’t flush easily it is possible that so
Thorpethis year

Whimbrel — One reported flying soutieast over Sherbourne Place in Norwich ofi 21
August probably tracked the river, in which case it would have flown over
Whitlingham C.P.

Tawny Owl — A pair were seen in 2011, and the species remaing&edy|breeder.
There are several owl boxes in the woods, but these look unused and in many cases
derelict. The lack of reports is presumably due to the lack of night visits.

Note:

You may be surprised by the omission of House Sparrow from thisaigever this is correct. House
Sparrows are present at the northern end of Bungalow Lane, Thorpe St Andrews, but they are very
scarce at Whitlingham and none were reported from the recording area during 2012. | would be
interested to hear of any sightings House Sparrow from the area.

Appendix B — Escapes and birds of dubious origin

Black Swan — A single bird has been present in the area for many years, moving
between Whitlingham C.P. and Thorpe Green.

Ruddy Shelduck — A photograph orA r ¢ h a\triess websitetaken at Whitlingham
in late spring appears to show this species.
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Appendix C — Hybrid wildfowl|

Chinese Swan x Domestic Greylag Goose — A family

of large domestic geese with Swan Goose genes can
regularly be found at Whitlingham, where they are
the most aggressive geese. The three largest birds all
have orange bills, but there is another bird with a
black beak (pictured).

= Lesser White-fronted x Ross’ Goose — The long

staying small hybrid goose thought to bthe

offspring of Lesser Whitter ont ed and RoOsSSs
- was again present with Greylag Geese for most of the

year, often roosting near the main slipway in the
evenings.

Tufted Duck x Pochard —Amal e ‘Lesser Scau)|
bird was seen with otherAythya ducks during

Februarys cold snafts back was a midrey, but

lacking thevermiculationsof either Scaup species.

Pochard x Tufted Duck — A femalePochardtype bird,
thought to be a Pochard x Tufted Duleibrid (seen
here on the left)was seen inJanuary.This bird
resembéd a female Pochardbut had adarker head
with anextensve pale areaaround the bill base.

- Gadwall x Wigeon — This bird was fst seen in 2011.
It basically looks like a drake Wigeon seen through a
grey filter.
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Local information

The following websites regularly contain sightings from the Whitlingham area:

http://jamesbirdsandbeer.blogspot.co.uKThe authe ' s , cbntamigg updates from Whitlingham
& Thorpe, and a site guide amagite bird list)

http://www.honeyguide.co.uk/thorpemarshes.htrfThorpe Marsh NWT unofficial site)

http://yarevalleywildlife.synthasite.com/birghotes2012.php(Yare Valley Birding website)

http://shakysbirdingblog.blogspato.uk/ (Ri cky Cl everl ey’s Blog contair
Marsh)

Bird information services

Several sightings and dates have been taken fronbtiginformation serviceslf you are fortunate
enough to find a rare or locally scarce biplease report it to one of thm. Contact websites and
phone numbers of the main providers can be found below.

Rare Bird Alerf0207 032820) BirdGuideg03335772473) BirdNet(0115 8712888) oBirdLine East
Anglia(07941333970Q.
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