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* joined the group in Bucharest
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Eugen Petrescu (birds)
Mihai Petrescu (botanist, for two days in Dobrogea)
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Bird list by Eugen Petrescu, assisted by Octavian in the Ibis office.

Hllustrations by Rob Hume. Cover: white pelican

This holiday, as for every Honeyguide holiday, also puts something into conservation in our host
country by way of a contribution to the wildlife that we enjoyed. The conservation contribution this
year of £25 per person, £225, was given to the young ornithologists group in Tulcea, Falco cherrug
(the saker falcon). This brings the total given to the Romanian Ornithological Society (SOR) since
1999 to £2225, and to various conservation projects in Europe to £33,330 since the start of Honeyguide
in 1991. A thank-you letter from SOR appears at the end of this report.
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Itinerary in Dobrogea, the first three days, and the Danube Delta, days 4-6.

Day 1 6 June Badadag, Istria, Vadu Cheia | Shower.

Day 2 7 June Parches, Celic Dere, Macin Cloudy but OK

Day 3 8 June Denis-Tepe, Babadag, Good weather
Enisala, Sarinasuf, Plopu,
Saraturi-Murighiol, Bestepe

Day 4 9 June Canal 35, Sontea, Good weather
Baclanesti, Furtuna, Maliuc
Dunarea Veche

Day 5 10 June Canal Magearu Letea, , Good weather ( only half
Caraorman, Lopatna(Mila hour shower)
23)

Day 6 11 June Lakes :Trei lezere, Cold morning, slightly
Bogdaproste, Versina, cloudy, but in the afternoon
- Old Danube, Mila 23, OK
Sontea,Tulcea

Danubian Delights

Group member Mike Freer wrote this article for the Norwich RSPB local group newsletter, and is
included here with the group’s kind permission.

“The three best places in Europe for birding,” a veteran birder assured me some time ago, “are
Extremadura (Spain), the Danube Delta (Romania) and the area around Paphos (Cyprus).”

This year I've visited the first two and, as a friend has very conveniently bought a house in Paphos, I've
no doubt birding in Aphrodite's Isle will be scheduled soon — in spite, I admit, of my dislike of the
Cypriot's love of shooting.

Extremadura was recently well described in the newsletter by our epistolary Membership Secretary, but
the quantity (and quality) of bird life in the Danube Delta is possibly superior: anyway, it's quite
stupendous.

Visits centre on Tulcea - 150 miles north-east of Bucharest - where the Danube divides into three major
channels as well as a host of minor waterways, man-made canals, marshes, lakes and swamps. It is an
area of 5640 km? with 2700 km? of reeds - the world's largest unbroken stand. Cley and Salthouse
marshes together total just 31.2 km®.

The party I was with spent the first few days
land-based around Tulcea finding such British list
rarities as Red-breasted Flycatcher, Paddyfield
Warbler, Collared Pratincole, Pied Wheatear,
Rose-coloured Starling (right), Ortolan Bunting,
Lesser Grey Shrike (the commonest roadside
bird), Tawny Pipit, Crested and Short-toed Larks.
Species unknown here in the UK included Middle
Spotted Woodpecker and Sombre Tit. Nearly all
of the above were easily seen, and in large
numbers. Telescopes provided good views of
Caspian and Gull-billed Terns alongside breeding
colonies of Little and Mediterranean Gulls.




For the remainder of the time we lodged in the Romanian owned Ibis Tours floating hotel, and very
comfortable it was too. Cabins were basic, perhaps, but both food and service were first class. This
pontoon was towed to convenient rendezvous for the small launch which cruised different waterways
for us each day, providing marvellous close views, in fantastic numbers, of White and Dalmatian
Pelicans, Black-necked and Red-necked Grebes, Pygmy Cormorant, Little Bittern, Night, Squacco and
Purple Herons, Spoonbill, Glossy Ibis (below), Red-crested Pochard, Ferruginous Duck and Garganey.
To easily see dozen strong flocks of the last (all male) was a delight, remembering what a 'difficult' bird
this is in Britain. An unexpected bonus on a lake with Black, White-winged Black, and Whiskered
Terns was a pair of Smew. According to our excellent Romanian Guide, Eugen Petrescu, they were
almost certainly breeding.

Raptors were well represented both around Tulcea and over the delta with Saker and Red-footed
Falcons, Levant Sparrowhawk and White-tailed Eagle perhaps providing the greatest pleasure though
there were almost daily sightings of Honey and Long-legged Buzzards, Booted Eagle and Hobby. We
were sometimes 'inspected' by Black, Grey-headed and Syrian Woodpeckers — again amazingly close
sightings from the floating hotel.

A visit such as this is an experience, not just for birders. Ibis provided a guide (another Petrescu ...
Mihai) who was an expert botanist and geologist who also had a tip-top knowledge of Romanian
culture and history. It was intriguing to be told that a village was first settled by Greeks while other
villages in the area are mainly Gypsy or Turkish. Within a few miles of the black sea we visited the
marsh-surrounded settlement of Letea. Small timber houses, each with individual wooden
devil-chasing charms over every door, either side of the 500 metre ankle-deep, sandy main street over
which farm carts trundled to and from the adjacent fields. Absolutely Tolstoyan! It was no surprise to
find that Letea was originally a Ukrainian settlement.

A well-known Norwich birder pessimistically warned me about Danubian mosquitoes. Of course
visitors must be prepared for them, but all I can say is that I wasn't bitten once and the only noxious
insects | saw were hanging on the wire window-screens around 10 pm. Any such mosquitoes kindly
disappear by first light. One morning, with the hotel anchored alongside a gigantic reed-bed, I arose at
six and remained motionless for half-an-hour listening for, locating and eventually seeing a Savi's
Warbler about ten feet from the pontoon: no sign of a mossie!

My visits to Spain and Romania were both organized by Norwich's own Honeyguide Wildlife Holidays
- run by Norwich's own Chris Durdin. I believe in supporting local industry!

Mike Freer




Bird List for Honeyguide Group
June 6—11, 2004
Dobrogea and Danube Delta

O O

PODICIPEDIDAE O

Little Grebe %ﬂ%{m

Great Crested Grebe P. cristatus

Red-necked Grebe %ﬁ,

Black-necked Grebe %

PHALACROCORACIDAE | O

C Phalacrocorax
ormorant carbo

Pygmy Cormorant P. pygmeus

PELECANIDAE O

White Pelican %ﬁo’%s

Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus

ARDEIDAE O

Little Bittern

Ixobrychus

minutus
: Nycticorax
Night-heron nycticorax

Squacco Heron

Ardeola ralloides

Little Egret

Egretta garzetta

Great White Egret Egretta alba
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Purple Heron A. purpurea
CICONIDAE O
White Stork Ciconia ciconia
Black Stork Ciconia nigra
THRESKIORNITHIDAE O

. Platalea
Spoonbill leucorodia
ANATIDAE O
Mute Swan Cygns olor
Greylag Goose Anser anser
Shelduck Tadorna tadorna
Gadwall Anas strepera
Teal Anas crecca
Mallard Anas platyrhyncos
Garganey Anas qurquedula
Shoveler Anas clypeata
Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina
Pochard Avhtya ferina
Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca
Tufted Duck Avythya fuligula
Smew Mergus albellus
ACCIPITRIDAE O

Honey-Buzzard

Pernis apivorus

White-tailed Eagle

Haliaeetus
albicilla

Short-toed Eagle

Circaetus gallicus

Marsh Harrier

Circus

aeruginosus
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O

Levant Sparrowhawk

A. brevipes

Common Buzzard

Buteo buteo

Long-legged Buzzard

Buteo rufinus

Hieraaetus
Booted Eagle pennatus
FALCONIDAE O
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Hobby Falco subbuteo
Red-footed falcon Falco vespertinus
Saker Falcon Falco cherrug
PHASTANEIDAE O
Quail Coturnix coturnix
Pheasat Pl
RALLIDAE O
Water Rail Rallus aquaticus
Moorhen Choropus
Coot Fulica atra
RECURVIROSRTIDAE O

Himantopus

Black-winged Stilt

himantopus

Recurvirostra

Avocet avosetta
BURHINIDAE o

Burhinus
Stone-curlew oedicnemus
GLAREOLIDAE O
Collared Pratincole ffa“[lf,fﬁ,“la
CHARADRIIDAE O
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dbius

Kentish Plover

C. alexandrinus

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus
SCOLOPACIDAE |

Little Stint

Calidris minuta

Curlew Sandpiper

Calidris
rerruginea

Black-tailed Godwit

Limosa limosa

Curlew

Numenius arquata

Spotted Redshank

Tringa erythropus

Redshank Tringa totanus
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis
Greenshank Tringa nebularia

Green Sandpiper

Tringa ochropus

Wood Sandpiper

Tringa ochropus

LARIDAE |
Mediterranean Gull L. melanociphalus
Little Gull Larus minutus

Black-headed Gull

Larus ridibundis

Yellow-legged Gull

Larus cachinans

Herring Gull

Larus argentatus

STERNIDAE O

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon

Caspian Tern Sterna caspia
Sterna

Sandwich Tern

sandvicensis
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0 m|

Common Tern Sterna hirundo

Little Tern Sterna albifrons

Whiskered Tern W

Black Tern Chilidonias niger

White-winged Black Tern C. leucopterus

COLUMBIDAE O

Stock Dove Columba oenas

Woodpigeon 7%’,1;’,7:;55

Collared Dove %’f%fjﬂ
Streptopeli

Turtle Dove P

CUCULIDAE O

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

STRIGIDAE O

Little Owl Athene noctua

APODIDAE O

Swift Apus apus

ALCEDINIDAE O

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis

MEROPIIDAE O

Bee-eater Merops apiaster

CORACIIDAE O

Roller Coracius garrulus

UPUPIDAE O

Hoopoe Upupa epops

PICIDAE O

Wryneck Jynx torquilla

Grey-headed Woodpecker

Picus canus

Green Woodpecker

Picus viridis

Black Woodpecker Z—?r(l),—f:;m
Great Spotted Woodpecker D. major
Syrian Woodpecker D. syriacus
Middle Spotted Woodpecker | D.medius
ALAUDIDAE O

Short-toed Lark %la
Crested Lark Galerida cristata
Woodlark Llulula arborea
Skylark Alauda arvensis
HIRUNDINIDAE O

Sand Martin Riparia riparia
Swallow Hirundo rustica

Red-rumped Swallow

Hirundo daurica

House Martin

Delichon urbica

MOTACILLIDAE O
Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris

Blue-headed Wagtail

Motacilla flava
flava

Black-headed Wagtail

Motacilla f.

feldegg

White Wagtail

Motacilla alba
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O O
TURDIDAE O
Robin Erithacus

Thrush Nightingale

Luscinia luscinia

. . Luscinia
Nightingale megarhynchos
Phoenicurus
Black Redstart ochruros
Phoenicurus
Redstart phoenicurus
Stonechat Saxicola torquata
A Oenanthe
Isabelline Wheatear isabellina
Oenanthe
Wheatear oenanthe
A Oenantl
Pied Wheatear pleschanka
Blackbird Turdus merula
Turdus
Song Thrush philomelos
SYLVIIDAE d
. Locustella
Savi’s Warbler luscinioides

Sedge Warbler

A. shoenobaenus

Paddyfield Warbler A. agricola
Acrociphalus

Reed Warbler scirpaceus

Great Reed Warbler A. arundinaceus

Olivaceous Warbler

Hippolais pallida

Icterine Warbler

Hippolais icterina

Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria
Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca
Whitethroat Sylvia communis
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin
Blackcap Svlvia atricapilla
Phylloscopu.

Wood Warbler P

: Phylloscopus
Chiffchaff collviita T
MUSCICAPIDAE O

Spotted Flycatcher

Muscicapa striata

Red-breasted Flycatcher

Ficedula parva

TIMALIIDAE O

: Panurus
Bearded Tit o
PARIDAE O
Long-tailed Tit ?—5%
Sombre Tit Parus lugubris
Blue Tit Parus cauruleus
Great Tit Parus major
SITTIDAE m|
Nuthatch Sitta europaea
CERTHIIDAE O
Treecreeper Certhia familiaris
REMIZIDAE O
Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus
ORIOLIDAE O
Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus
LANIIDAE O

Red-backed Shrike

Lanius collurio
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0 m|
Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor
CORVIDAE O
Magpie Pica pica
Jackdaw Corvus monedula
Rook Corvus frugilegus
Corvus corone
Hooded Crow cornix
STURNIDAE |
Starling Sturnus vulgaris
Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus
PASSERIDAE |

House Sparrow

Passer domesticus

Spanish Sparrow

Passer
hispaniolensis

Tree Sparrow

Passer montanus

Chaffinch Eringilla coclebs
Greenfinch Carduelis chloris
. Carsuelis

Goldfinch carduelis
. Carduelis
Linnet cannabina
Hawfinch Cocothraustes c.
EMBERIZIDAE -
Emberiz
Yellowhammer citrinella
Emberiza
Ortolan hortulana
K Emberiza
Reed Buntin schoeniclus
Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra
O O
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Spur-thighed tortoise Testudo graeca R | R|O|O[O0(0O|03
European pond terrapin Emis orbicularis Ololo0l®|x| OO
Eastern spadefoot toadd ge,l:flbcfs% O0/X|O0O|0|0O
Grass snake Natrix natrix Olol0IxXRI®RIX|O




SOCIETATEA ORNITOLOGICA ROMANA

The Romanian Ornithological Society

Biroul Tulcea/Tulcea office
Societate pentru studiul si protectia pasarilor si a mediului inconjurator
Society for the study and protection of birds and environment

BirdLife International

Biroul Tulcea: Str. Garii, bl.G5, sc. B, ap.2, Sediul central: Str. Gh. Dima, nr.49/2, 3400 Cluj-
Tel/fax 040.515.438 Napoca Tel/fax: 064.438.086, email: sorcj@codec.ro

Dear Chris Durdin and Honeyguide tourists,

Every year your generous support helps us to develop constant and fruitful ecological
education activities.

All the ROS-Falco Cherrug members thank you for your financial support, field guides,
and binoculars.

Thanks to your help, more and more young people from Tulcea and Danube Delta have
the chance to learn about birds, plants, reptiles, amphibians and butterflies.

This way they become interested in protection and conservation of biodiversity of this
area.
This year we will organize:

- The Ornithology Camp in Danube Delta and Vadu (near Sinoe lagoon and
seashore).

- The first stage of the camp will be in the Danube Delta and the second stage will be at
Vadu (in the south of the Chituc levee and Black Sea lagoons). The young participants
will have the chance to observe the birds, plants, and to have a real image of Delta’s and
lagoon’s wildlife. More than that, they can realize how fragile this ecosystems are if we
are not friendly with them. So we will also have an ecological aim: to clean the
surroundings of the camp of plastic wastes.

- The Monitoring of Raptors Migration in Macin Mountains.

- We will monitor the migration of raptors in Macin Mountains for few days at the
beginning of September, and all the others gliding species of birds (storks, pelicans,
Crane, Glossy Ibis, and Spoonbill). In this camp the young people will learn and
understand the importance of the raptors in the ecosystems and also our data will
contribute to the conservation of these species in Europe.

We hope we will finish these camps successfully. We will inform you about our results.
We thank you again for your great help in our ecological education work.

Sincerely yours,

Prof.Gabriela Dorosencu,
President of Falco Cherrug—ROS Tulcea Branch

Eugen Petrescu
ROS-Danube Delta Conservation Officer



